The
Chosen
People
Volume XV, Issue 3

March 2009

Passover: Portrait of Messiah’s Ministry • From New Age to New
Creation • Matzah Ball Soup Recipe • The King and His Bible
INSIDE
THIS
ISSUE:

Passover: Redemption Revealed • Portrait of Messiah’s Ministry •
Recipe for Matzah Ball Soup • Study: The King and His Bible

PASSOVER
Redemption
Revealed
Shalom, dear friend in the
Messiah! The Lord continues to
bless Chosen People Ministries as
we reach Jewish people with the
Gospel. I am encouraged, as a week
does not go by without my hearing
of a number of Jewish people
coming to faith in Yeshua (Jesus)!
Thanks so much for caring and
praying — we could not do this
great and prophetic work
(Romans 11:11-15) without you.
We are now approaching a season
of the year when I believe the
Gospel is “in the air”! During Easter,
the Gospel is clear—everyone,
Jewish people included, understands
that Easter commemorates the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.
And whether or not someone
believes in Jesus and His resurrection,
the message during this season is
unavoidable!
The other great celebration is the
Festival of Passover, where the
Gospel is portrayed through symbols.
The lamb, the unleavened bread, the
bitter herbs and the Exodus itself all
looked forward to a greater day of
redemption, which we know was
fulfilled by Jesus the Messiah. The
more we learn about Passover, the
more we understand about the work
of our Savior at Calvary and how to
speak to our Jewish friends about the
Lord. Both holidays provide
wonderful opportunities for believers
to point their family and friends to
the Messiah!
Dozens of Chosen People
Ministries staff members are
crisscrossing the globe right now
presenting “Messiah in the Passover,”
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as members of churches and
Messianic congregations bring
Jewish seekers to experience this
powerful presentation of Gospel
truth. When a Jewish person is able
to see Messiah—in the Passover—
the result is TRANSFORMING!

A Passover
Remembered
I grew up observing Passover, but
no seder stands out in my mind like
the first one I celebrated after
becoming a believer in Jesus. I
remember the electricity that filled
the air as my family and I entered my
grandparents’ home in Brooklyn, New
York, for this particular Passover seder.
I eagerly anticipated the company of
my relatives, the food, and most of all,
participating once again in this ancient
and beautiful ceremony.
My grandfather rose to his finest
moment of patriarchal grandeur as
we gathered around the Passover
table. My heart swelled as his gentle
voice began chanting the Hebrew
prayers. I was proud to be a Jew, one
whose ancestors were redeemed
from Egyptian bondage.
“How is this night different from all
other nights?” is the age-old question
that begins the Four Questions of

Passover, which are asked every year
by the youngest child and become the
basis for Grandpa to tell the story of
redemption from Egypt. This night
was certainly different for me, as my
first Passover since becoming a
believer in Jesus. Amid the ancient
Hebrew prayers, my mind’s eye
pictured Jesus, seated at His last
Passover meal with the disciples.
The gentle gleam of the holiday
lights reflected the eager faces of my
relatives. It was time to dip the
karpas (parsley) in salt water. The
karpas represented life; the salt water,
tears. By doing this, my family and
I recognized that our ancestors shed
bitter tears during their bondage in
Egypt. Solemnly we dipped and ate
together.
Grandpa then held up the matzah
tash, the embroidered satin pouch
that held three pieces of unleavened
bread. I watched as he carefully broke
the middle piece of matzah in half,
placing one half back into the matzah
tash and wrapping the other half in a
white linen napkin. At the conclusion
of the meal, the children would
search for this “missing” piece of
unleavened bread; once found, it was
given back to Grandpa for a reward.
The words of Jesus stirred my
thoughts, “This is My body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of
The Chosen People

Me” (Luke 22:19). I felt a chill as I
realized once again that His body
was broken for my sin, buried and
then brought back to life from the
dead.
With sage-like authority, my
grandfather told the Passover story,
recounting the deliverance of our
ancestors from Egypt through His
servant Moses. Now the aroma of
the delicious Passover meal filled the
air. I can still taste the chicken soup
with matzah balls, the roasted brisket
and gravy, the turkey and the
tzimmes (a traditional Jewish dish of
carrots, sometimes mixed with
prunes or raisins). For dessert, we ate
special cakes made without leaven.

The Passover Lamb
My mother passed me a drumstick.
Within a few minutes, I put down a
clean white bone and my eyes strayed
to another bone, also empty and
stripped, which rested on the seder
plate in the center of the table. This is
called the zeroah. It is a lamb’s bone,
and it reminds us of the Passover lamb
that we can no longer sacrifice
because of the destruction of the
Temple.
I remembered how God told the
Israelites to take an unblemished
lamb and slaughter it on the
fourteenth day of the month of Nisan
(Exodus 12:6). The blood of this
lamb was to be placed on the two
doorposts and lintel of each house
(Exodus 12:7). The blood protected
the firstborn sons of my people from
the judgment God was to bring
upon the Egyptians (Exodus 12:23).
The parallel seemed almost incredible
to me as I reflected,
“He was oppressed and He was
afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before
its shearers is silent, so He opened
not His mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)
Our meal ended with the singing
of beautiful Passover songs expressing
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the torment of bondage and the joy
of liberation. We concluded our
singing with the prayer of grace, and
then turned our attention to my
grandfather as he lifted and blessed
the third cup.
Traditionally, the third cup is
called the “cup of redemption.” As
we drank of this cup, I remembered
how the glory of freedom required
the payment of a weighty and
permanent price.
“Likewise He also took the cup
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the
new covenant in My blood, which
is shed for you.’” (Luke 22:20)
How shocked the disciples must
have been as they heard these words
from Jesus’ lips! The price of this
redemption was greater than the
price required at the Exodus, as it
cost God the life of His only Son.
The scope of this redemption is
broader— it includes all people, Jews
and Gentiles, who put their trust in
Him.

The Mysterious Moment
After the fourth cup and the
traditional singing of Psalms, my
grandfather turned and smiled at the
small children at the table. It was at
this mysterious moment that they
rose from their chairs and opened
the front door of the house for
Elijah the Prophet. Slowly, the door
creaked open and the vibrant spring
air filled the room. Would this be the
year that Elijah would come?
Every faithful Jewish family hopes
that on Passover, Elijah will come to
announce the coming of Messiah,
Son of David, who will gather us all
home to the Land of Israel. But that
night Elijah did not enter through
the doorway; no one was there to
gather us home to Jerusalem.
Though our hopes for the
immediate coming of the Messiah
were dashed, we concluded with an
uplifting song—“Next Year in

Jerusalem.” We joined our Jewish
people around the world in
continuing the long wait!
But this Passover was different for
me. As a new believer, I knew that
our Messianic hopes had been
fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah. I
cannot describe for you how
meaningful it is to be Jewish and
understand that the long-awaited
Messiah has come!
It is my heartfelt hope that you
and your loved ones will pray for me
and our staff evangelists as we
proclaim this message with all our
hearts! Pray that Jewish people will
come to know the true identity of
the Passover Lamb who died for the
redemption of the world.
If you know a Jewish person who
you think would be open to this
message presented in such a unique
and compelling way, please call us at
212-223-2252 and we will try to
connect you with a church or
congregation that is hosting a
“Messiah in the Passover”
presentation given by our staff
members.
Have a joyful Passover and Easter
season as you remember our beloved
Messiah who died and rose for our
salvation! And again, please pray for
the staff of your Mission to the
Jewish People—that God will bless
our outreach during this time.
Thank you for your love,
faithfulness and sacrificial support that
enables us to continue this great work.
As Paul wrote: “Brethren, my heart’s
desire and prayer to
God for Israel is that
they may be saved”
(Romans 10:1).
Your brother in
the Lamb,

Mitch

Dr. Mitch Glaser
President
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Passover: A Portrait of
Messiah’s Ministry

D

uring this time of year, as followers
of Messiah, we have the opportunity to
focus on the death, burial and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus. As Jewish believers, and

as those who are more keenly aware of the
Jewish roots of the Christian faith, we also
reflect on these events in light of the Feast
of Passover. The elements of the Passover
beautifully illustrate what Jesus would do
as our Passover Lamb.
The Last Supper was a Passover seder
meal that Jesus celebrated with His
disciples on the night before His death.
When we consider that particular
Passover, we can see how Jesus was
preparing His disciples for what was about
to happen: He would fulfill His role as the
Redeemer—the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.

Passover Then and Now
Was the Passover table at the Last
Supper similar to the Passover table
today? As we look at the various elements
of the modern-day Passover seder, the
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similarities are striking. Today, there is a ritual washing of hands at the Passover. At
the Last Supper, Jesus changed this hand washing ritual to teach us an important
lesson. John 13 tells us that Jesus took on the role of the lowest house servant,
girded Himself and washed the feet of everyone at the seder. What an incredible
lesson on sacrificial love! He told His disciples in John 13:34-35, “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love
one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Today, we drink the cup containing the fruit of the vine four times to
commemorate the four “I wills” from Exodus 6. The first cup is the cup of
sanctification: “I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” The
second cup is the cup of judgment: “I will rescue you from their bondage.” The
third cup is the cup of redemption: “I will redeem you with an outstretched
arm.” The fourth cup is the cup of praise: “I will take you as My people.”
It was the third cup that Jesus lifted up as He said, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me”
(1 Corinthians 11:25). His shed blood would pay the immeasurable price
to redeem us from our slavery to sin, just as it was the blood of the lamb
that redeemed the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt.
At the Passover today, the unleavened bread is dipped two times, once
in a bitter mixture and once in a sweet one. While revealing that there was
a traitor among the twelve, Jesus used the maror (bitter herbs) to illustrate the
bitterness of being betrayed by a friend. When asked about the identity of the
betrayer, Jesus replied in John 13:26-27, “It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread
when I have dipped it. And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son
of Simon.” Then, Scripture records, after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan
entered him. Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.”

The Afikomen Revealed
There is a cloth container on the present-day Passover table called the
matzah tash, which has three separate compartments, each containing a piece of
matzah (unleavened bread). Prior to the meal, the matzah tash is taken out and
the middle piece of matzah is removed. It is then broken in half and one piece
is wrapped up in a cloth napkin and hidden away. This piece that is wrapped
and hidden is called the afikomen.
After the meal, the children search for the afikomen and the one who finds it
receives a gift. It is then unwrapped for everyone to partake. For followers of
Jesus, this is a breathtaking picture of what our Messiah would do for us. The
matzah tash, three compartments in one container, is a picture of our God who is
three in one— Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The second member of the three-inone is broken, wrapped in cloth, buried and eventually resurrected for everyone
to share. What an amazing picture of what Jesus has done for us!
Was the afikomen present at the Last Supper? Did Jesus use it to point to Himself?
Bible scholars are divided about when the afikomen became part of the Passover
seder meal. Some believe the afikomen was not included until after the destruction of
the Temple in 70 A.D. Others believe the afikomen preceded Jesus and was already
The Chosen People

by Dr. Richard Freeman
part of the Passover tradition. Still
others believe the afikomen was
introduced by Jesus Himself and
became part of the Passover seder meal
after His death, burial and
resurrection. In Paul’s account of the
Last Supper in 1 Corinthians 11, he
tells us that it was the bread after
supper that Jesus took and said, “This
is my body.” Similarly, it is after the
meal that the afikomen is brought out,
distributed to everyone and eaten.
The middle matzah, representative
of the Son, is removed and broken,
just as Jesus left heaven, became a man,
and died for the sins of the world.
After His death Jesus was hidden away
(buried), but He rose from the grave,
and those who find Him and accept
Him as their personal Messiah receive
the immeasurable gift of eternal life
(Romans 6:23).
The meaning of afikomen also
supplies evidence for the Messianic
understanding of this ritual. The
word afikomen is derived from the
Greek root aphikomenos, meaning
“He has come.” When we
understand this, the impact is
enormous. The afikomen speaks of
the Messiah who came, was cut off,
buried and brought back.
This fits the biblical portrait of the
work of the Messiah, which is
described in detail in Isaiah 53. It also
corresponds to the ritual of the
afikomen in the Passover Seder meal.
The only one in history who truly
fulfills this picture is Jesus.
Dr. Rich Freeman is
Vice President of
Church Ministries and
Conferences with
Chosen People
Ministries. His wife,
Julia, who shares her
recipe for matzah ball soup, is Church Ministries
Supervisor. They lead the ministry in South Florida.
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Bubbe* Julia’s
Chicken Soup
with Matzah Balls
*Yiddish for “Grandma”

What would Passover
be without a nice pot of
matzah ball soup? Share
this recipe—which can be
enjoyed all year long—
with your family and friends!

Chicken Soup
1 whole chicken (3-4 lbs.) with skin removed 1 medium turnip
1/2 tsp. ground black pepper
1 medium parsnip
2 large carrots
Kosher or coarse salt
3 ribs of celery with leaves, halved
4-5 qts. of water
1 large onion
8 tsp. of chicken bouillon
Wash the skinless chicken very well with salt (sea or kosher salt is best)
and rinse thoroughly.
Put the chicken and all the vegetables in a large pot with water and bring
to a boil. Then reduce the heat and let the soup simmer for 2 to 2½ hours,
occasionally skimming the foam/fat from the top.
Allow the soup to cool a bit and remove the chicken to a large platter
while it is still firm and not falling apart. Remove all the meat from the
chicken (it makes great sandwiches or salads!).
Strain the soup into a large bowl or another pot, and discard everything in
the strainer. Depending on personal preference you can either discard the
veggies or cut them up and add some back to the soup. You can also add
some of the chicken back to the soup at this point, if you like.

Matzah Balls
4 eggs
1/3 cup seltzer (or club soda)
1/4 cup vegetable oil

1 tsp salt
1/4 tsp ground black pepper
1 cup matzah meal*

(This recipe will yield roughly 10-12 matzah balls)
*You can find matzah meal in the international or ethnic section of your food market. If the
market does not carry matzah meal, one company that actually sells it online is
Manischewitz (www.manischewitz.com).

Mix eggs, soda, oil, salt and pepper until well blended. Add the matzah
meal and stir gently, then place bowl with the mixture in refrigerator until firm,
about 30 minutes. If it seems too stiff when ready to make the matzah balls,
add 1-2 tablespoons of cold water and blend.
After bringing your soup back to a boil, form matzah balls into the size of a
walnut (about 1 inch) and drop into the soup carefully. Moisten your palms
with cold water as needed when forming the matzah balls. When you finish
making all the matzah balls, cover the pot, reduce heat to medium/low and
continue cooking for about 20-30 minutes. Now this is the most important
part: DO NOT REMOVE THE COVER during the cooking period—not even a
peek! This will ensure you end up with heavenly, soft matzah balls instead of
golf balls!
Serve to 10-12 people and enjoy; and Happy Passover!
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See the Bible
Through Jewish Eyes
by Dan i e l G o l d b e rg , T h . D . , D . D .

THE KING AND HIS BIBLE
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus the
King cited the Hebrew Old
Testament numerous times. This
was the Bible of Jesus and His
disciples. At that time, the Hebrew
Old Testament consisted of
twenty-two books in order from
Genesis through 2 Chronicles.
These correspond with our order
of thirty-seven books extending
from Genesis through Malachi.
Some books like Samuel, Kings
and Chronicles were later divided
into two sections.
In Matthew 23:35, Jesus stated
that wicked rulers throughout
history shed the blood of the
righteous from Abel to Zechariah.
The murder of Abel is recorded in
Genesis 4 and that of Zechariah in
2 Chronicles 24. In this one
statement, the Lord substantiated
the extent of the Old Testament
canon (“canon” means “measure” or
“rule”), which coincides with our
Bible from Genesis through
Malachi.
BIBLICAL AUTHORITY OR
PROPOSITIONAL TRUTH
Propositional truth relates to
biblical statements written in
Scripture. It states a claim that
stands upon its own authority, as
opposed to our own ideas or
6

experiences. The Bible not only
witnesses to the truth, but its
written statements are the essence
of truth.
In answer to the attacks of
Satan, Jesus said, “It is written…”
(Mt. 4:4, 7, 10). The Lord
stated in Matthew 4:4, “Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of
God.” Jesus then placed His own
words on an equal par with
Scripture when He stated, “You
have heard that it was said to
those of old…But I say to you…”
(Mt. 5:21, 22).
Thus, biblical authority is
contained in the very letters, words
and sentences of Scripture. Messiah
Jesus said that “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but My words will by no
means pass away” (Mt. 24:35; see
Mt. 5:18).
THE ACCURACY OF
BIBLICAL HISTORY
Throughout the Gospel of
Matthew, we find that the Messiah
demonstrated His total confidence
in the historical accuracy of the
biblical accounts. Our Lord
acknowledged that Adam and Eve
were created by God (Mt. 19:3-5).
Jesus verified the events connected
with Noah’s flood, certifying that it

Dr. Goldberg serves as
International Ministries
Representative for
Chosen People
Ministries and lives in
Pineville, North Carolina
with his wife, Madeline.

was a worldwide catastrophe
(Mt. 24:38, 39).
Our Lord also authenticated the
destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah (Mt. 10:15),
and testified to the account of
Jonah and the great fish
(Mt. 12:40). He acknowledged the
historical records of Moses
(Mt. 8:4), Isaiah (Mt. 12:17),
Elijah (Mt. 17:11, 12) and David
(Mt. 22:45).
Elsewhere, our Lord and King
confirmed the very details in these
accounts and stated to Nicodemus,
“If I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how will you
believe if I tell you heavenly things?”
(Jn. 3:12).
CHALLENGING THE
SPIRIT OF THE AGE
Jesus the Messiah spoke truly
when he said, “Heaven and earth
will pass away, but My words will by
no means pass away” (Mt. 24:35).
Our role as witnesses for Messiah
requires a patient faith that stands
by the ancient truths and seeks
opportunities to share them.
Whether they know it or not,
our precious Jewish people and
others need God’s Gospel of
repentance and reconciliation
above all things.
The Chosen People

News Briefs
The Word Will Find a Way
On a visit to the Israeli city
of Arad, staff member Henry
N. found himself sitting in a
café and reading his Bible.
There he met three Russianspeaking women who asked
if he believed in Jesus. After
he told them yes, they said
that they had attended Arad’s
Russian-speaking Messianic
congregation several times,
but had stopped going. They
were afraid of losing their
Henry N. in Israel
jobs because an antimissionary organization had taken their photos and sent
them to their places of work. Henry suggested they
simply study the Bible in a café or even somewhere
outdoors. They agreed, and now they have weekly Bible
study and prayer time in one of Arad’s parks. Henry
writes, “It is really a blessing! Please pray that these people
will grow spiritually. Pray that they will not lose their jobs
and pray also that my service in Arad will be fruitful.”

Breakthrough in Queens
After many years
of working patiently
among the Bukharan
Jewish community of
Queens, New York,
Randall and Luda
Ford are elated to
report that they are
finally able to begin a
regular Sabbath service
in their home. The
Bukharan
Jewish
people are a tight
community that has Randall and Luda Ford in Queens, NY
its origins in Central
Asia, with a history that stretches back over 2,000 years.
One Bukharan woman expressed relief to be able to
attend a service in the privacy of a home, since her
family has pressured her to stop attending meetings
with other believers. Please pray that the Lord will
continue to prosper the Fords’ work among the 50,000
Bukharan Jewish people who live in Queens.
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Peter and Rachel Shirokov in New York

Another Heart Opened to Messiah
Peter Shirokov, who helps lead our work in New
York, met with a Jewish immigrant from Russia in his
late thirties who was not yet a believer, but needed
prayer because of illness and depression. After attending
a service at the Messianic congregation in Brooklyn,
the man spoke with Peter and his co-worker. Alex*
was somewhat familiar with the Scriptures because at
a young age he had attended a Yeshiva (Jewish religious
school). As they talked, Peter and his co-worker sensed
that Alex was beginning to see that Jesus was the
Messiah. After more discussion, they joined hands and
Peter led him in a simple prayer for forgiveness through
Jesus. As Alex grows in faith, he needs others to hold
him up in prayer because he is still ill.

New Birth in Bethlehem
Although Bethlehem is best known as the birthplace
of Jesus the Jewish Messiah, it is sad to reflect that no
Jewish people are able to live there now, since the town
lies in the Palestinian territories. However, many
Muslims visit the Church of the Nativity out of
curiosity. Henry and Darlene M., staff members in
Israel, went there with a group to distribute Bibles in
Arabic. They had wonderful conversations with many
seeking to understand the reason for Jesus’ birth. One
man asked Henry how he could come to know Jesus.
After sharing the Gospel, Henry asked if he wanted to
believe in the Lord, and the man made that decision of
faith. To God be the glory! *indicates name has been changed
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May 20 - June 21, 2009

The theme for Chosen People Ministries’
annual Messianic retreat will be
“The Parables of Yeshua” with guest speaker
and workshop leader, Roy Schwarcz. Join us
for a special evening concert with Ted Pearce,
this year’s worship leader, as well as wonderful
times of worship, teaching, fellowship and fun!

May 22-25, 2009
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

We’ll help you give more effectively
Many individuals wish to give more to the Lord’s work than they are able
to give from “cash flow.” They often find that with the opportunity to give
“net worth” gifts, they can accomplish their giving goals and objectives.
Our staff is skilled in assisting individuals like you, as you seek answers
and explore alternatives in developing your giving lifestyle.
There is no cost or obligation, and we would like to help.
For confidential assistance, contact us at 888-293-7482, or email
plannedgiving@chosenpeople.com, or in Canada call 888-442-5535.

A ministry trip designed for twentysomethings with a heart for God’s
people and land, who are interested
in reaching Israelis for the Messiah.
Outreach Israel offers excellent
opportunities to witness for the
Lord and encourage Israeli young
people who are part of
congregations in the Land. This trip
includes ministry activities such as
beach and café outreach as well as
youth work, service projects and
visits to historic biblical sites.

July 11-26, 2009
A spiritual pilgrimage
designed for young adults
(ages 18-35) who want to
engage with God by
walking through the pages
of biblical history and
serving the people who
live in Israel.

1-888-2-YESHUA • www.chosenpeople.com

Award Winner: Christianity Today 2009
Apologetics / Evangelism
To the Jew First: The Case for Jewish Evangelism in
Scripture and History is based upon the biblical
mandate to take the Gospel “to the Jew first.” This
comprehensive resource looks at the historical,
theological, and biblical context for Jewish
evangelism, and provides encouragement for
Christians and Messianic Jews engaged in this task.
To the Jew First includes contributions by Richard
Averbeck, Craig Blaising, Walter Kaiser, Richard
Pratt, Jr. and ten other evangelical scholars.
To the Jew First book • [3131] • Price: $21.95us
This long-awaited CD by Marty Goetz has 14 original
songs never before recorded—over one hour of
listening to the Psalms and Scriptures as they come
alive with beautiful orchestrations by Tom Howard.
Hope of Glory CD • [4014]• Price: $19.95us

For phone orders call 800-333-4936 in the U.S.
Or visit us online at www.chosenpeople.com/store.

The Chosen People Newsletter
Chosen People Ministries has been taking the love of the Messiah to Jewish people worldwide since 1894.

Please remember
Chosen People
Ministries in your
will. “I will bless
those who bless
you.” (Genesis 12:3)
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