


On October 27, 2018, a hateful act of antisemitism shocked the 
United States. An armed man entered the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and took the lives of eleven innocent 
Jewish people observing the Sabbath. People referred to it as “the 
deadliest antisemitic attack ever committed in the United States.”

But the Pittsburgh incident, unfortunately, is not an isolated event. 
A virulent and vicious tide of antisemitism has been steadily rising 
around the globe. According to the Anti-Defamation League, “the 
number of antisemitic incidents in the U.S. rose 57 percent in 2017—
the largest single-year increase on record and the second highest 
number reported since the ADL started tracking such data in 1979.”

The Simon Wiesenthal Center, a Holocaust research organization 
based in Los Angeles, reported that of the ten worst antisemitic 
incidents of 2018 worldwide, six of them occurred in the United 
States, with the Tree of Life incident at the top of the list. It is 
hard to believe that after all the atrocities that took place in Nazi 
Germany seventy-five years ago, such antisemitism still exists. 

Where Does Antisemitism Come From? 

Antisemitism, called “the oldest hatred,” has been around for 
thousands of years. Social commentators, both Jewish and 
Gentile, have developed numerous theories concerning why 
antisemitism persists. But they leave out the most critical reason 
of all: antisemitism is the devil’s invention.

When God called Abram to be the father of His chosen people 
(Genesis 12:1–3), Satan made the Jewish people the target of 
his fury. The evil one has tried to annihilate the Jewish people in 
every age and in endless ways to prevent God from using us as 
His instruments of redemption through the Jewish Messiah. 

Sadly, one of his ugliest tactics has been to use the Church to 
promote the hatred of Jewish people. It is tempting to look back and 



view those who persecuted our ancestors as true representatives 
of the Christian faith. A recent podcast by Orthodox Rabbi 
Yaakov Wolbe represented this sentiment: “Jew-hatred is a 
fundamental, theological principle of the Christian faith.”1

That historic Christianity should be blamed for antisemitism is 
of course oftentimes true! There is no denying many or most of 
the attacks on Jewish people by Christians in Europe, Russia, and 
Ukraine were perpetrated by those who claimed to be part of a 
Christian culture. The list is long; the general medieval persecution 
of Jewish people, the Inquisition, Russian and Ukrainian pogroms, 
and the Holocaust were all initiated and implemented by those 
heavily influenced by various forms of historic Christianity.  

Rabbi Wolbe is right about the dark past of Judeo-Christian 
relations, yet mistaken about the true nature of the gospel and 
the person of Jesus. Jesus was Jewish, as were His disciples!  
So, immediately we understand that there must be a difference 
between those who claimed to follow Jesus and yet persecuted 
Jewish people and the true message of Jesus. Since antisemitism 
is on the rise, it is crucial to understand the real roots of hatred 
of the Jewish people. Today, most in the Jewish community 
understand that there are a large number of Christians who are 
pro-Israel, support Jewish causes, and oppose antisemitism. What 
marks this group today as different from those who seemed to 
believe the same way and yet did such damage to the Jewish 
community? To understand this dichotomy, it is important to look 
at the original sources. 

Why is this critical? It is important so that the Jewish community 
can better understand who their real friends are in the midst of 
this rising sea of antisemitism. 

1   The Jewish History Podcast by Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe, Episode 25: A History of 
Christian Anti-Semitism Part 1. Starting circa 11:20. https://rabbiwolbe.com/histo-
ry-christian-antisemitism-part-one.



Let us examine what the New Testament teaches and how the 
true message of Yeshua is antithetical to antisemitism. 

Is the New Testament Antisemitic?

First, it is important to point out that the New Testament is 
a Jewish book, written by Jewish people, about the life and 
teachings of the Jewish Messiah. Yeshua is Jewish. His disciples 
and most of His early followers were Jewish, as were the writers 
of the New Testament, with the possible exception of Luke.  
They observed the Law, worshipped in the Temple and 
synagogues, and celebrated the Jewish holidays. Nevertheless, 
some have misconstrued certain passages in the New Testament 
to encourage antisemitism. 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. The charge of antisemitism in the Gospel 
of John usually involves negative statements about “the Jews.” 
John 5:16, 18, and 7:1 refer to “the Jews” seeking to kill Yeshua. 
Other examples include “the Jews” showing opposition and even 
hostility toward Yeshua. But John, being Jewish himself, was not 
talking about all Jewish people at all times. He was referring to a 
specific subgroup of Jewish people at a specific time.

John used the term Jews about seventy times, and not all 
references have negative connotations. John 2:6 uses the word 
to explain a Jewish custom. John 4:22 says, “salvation is from 
the Jews,” and John 4:9 identifies Yeshua as a Jew. John 11:45 
and 12:11 report that many Jewish people believed in Yeshua.

The most common use of the term refers to the Jewish 
leadership, whom Yeshua rebuked for corruption, hypocrisy, 
and their rejection of Him. This opposition was a “within the 
family” dispute because those on both sides were Jewish. 
And not all Jewish leaders were presented negatively. John 
presented Nicodemus (3:1–21; 7:50) and Joseph of Arimathea 
(19:38–42) positively.



If one argues that any criticism of Jewish leadership or even 
the Jewish people is antisemitic, not only must he call John, 
who was a Jew himself, antisemitic, but he must also call Moses, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Elijah, and the other Hebrew prophets 
antisemitic. Moses called the Jewish people of his day—not just 
the leadership—a stubborn and obstinate people and even defiant 
toward the Lord (Exodus 33:5; Deuteronomy 9:6; 31:27–29). The 
prophet Isaiah wrote, “For this is a rebellious people, false sons, 
sons who refuse to listen to the instruction of the Lord” (Isaiah 
30:9). None of these Hebrew prophets were antisemitic, and 
neither is the author of the Gospel of John.2

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. Similar to John, the Jewish apostle 
Matthew recorded Yeshua’s criticism of a group of scribes and 
Pharisees, addressing their heartless worship and the impact it 
had on others. He rebuked the Jewish leadership for venerating 
the prophets while behaving like the generation that rejected 
them: “So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of 
the guilt of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how 
will you escape the sentence of hell?” (Matthew 23:31–33).

In the strongest way possible, Yeshua revealed their sin, warned 
what would happen to them as a result, and specified that the 
consequences would apply to His generation (Matthew 23:36). 
We have no reason to believe Yeshua felt this way about all 
scribes and Pharisees, which is sometimes assumed by historical 
Christian commentators. This passage applies to the scribes and 
Pharisees of Yeshua’s generation who did not recognize the time 
of God’s visitation. 

THE EPISTLES. Others have misinterpreted 1 Thessalonians 2:14–16 
to mean the entire Jewish people are guilty of killing the Messiah 

2  Michael L. Brown, Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus: General and Historical 
Objections Vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000), 146–148.



and eternally cursed for rejecting Him. The passage reads: 

For you, brethren, . . . endured the same sufferings at the hands 
of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who 
both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. 
They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hindering 
us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; 
with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. 
But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.

But an antisemitic interpretation of this passage could not be 
further from the truth. The author, the apostle Paul, was himself 
Jewish, so he certainly understood that the text did not refer 
to all Jews at all times. Paul was referring to specific individuals 
who were persecuting the Jewish believers in Yeshua at the time 
he wrote the letter. Understanding this passage as a general 
statement about all Jewish people would conflict with Romans 
9–11, where Paul expressed his tender heart toward the Jewish 
people and future hope for them.

Also, it is important to remember that the Jewish people did not 
kill the Messiah. In John 10:18, Yeshua told His disciples, “No one 
has taken [my life] away from Me, but I lay it down on My own 
initiative.” He freely gave up His life because of His love for the 
world, and especially for His Jewish brethren.

The New Testament Opposes Antisemitism

An accurate reading of the New Testament reveals a very Jewish 
Messiah with a deep love for His own people and the nation of 
Israel. When approached by a Gentile woman during His ministry, 
Yeshua responded, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).

During a moment of intense rejection by the Jewish leaders, 
Yeshua demonstrated compassion and a broken heart for His 



people, saying, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, and you were unwilling” (Matthew 23:37). And while 
He was being crucified between two thieves, he prayed for mercy 
upon the religious leaders and those in the Jewish community 
who supported His death: “Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).

The Jewish apostles and writers of the New Testament shared 
the same compassion as their Messiah. Though they rebuked the 
religious corruption and hypocrisy of their day, they loved their 
people—the Jewish people—and yearned for their salvation in the 
Messiah. The apostle Paul wrote, “I have great sorrow and unceasing 
grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed, 
separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh, who are Israelites…” (Romans 9:2–4). 

Paul’s heart for the Jewish people should be the heart-cry of 
every person whose life has been changed by the gospel. The 
gospel message, therefore, propels us to oppose antisemitism in 
the name of Yeshua. What happened in past centuries cannot be 
denied, but the tide has turned. Those who believe in Jesus with 
all their heart and live according to the Bible are the best friends 
of the Jewish people. A new rapprochement needs to take place 
as both Jewish people and authentic Christians have a common 
spiritual heritage though the Hebrew Scriptures and share a love 
for the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

It is time for both Jews and Christians to join in efforts to oppose 
the plague of antisemitism.  
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